The role of the World Health Organization on pharmaceuticals in Europe.
The World Health Organization (WHO) is the specialized agency of the UN on public health. It gives worldwide guidance in the field of health, sets global standards for health, cooperates with governments to strengthen national health care programs, and develops and transfers appropriate health technology, information, and standards. Within the WHO European region, health status and health expenditures vary greatly. In this paper, disparities between health status, health services, and health care expenditures between countries of the WHO European region are presented. The objectives, performance, and dilemmas facing health care systems are discussed, including the recent performance ranking published by the WHO. The paper focuses particularly on access to medicines, their appropriate use, and rising drug expenditures. Strategies used by European countries to improve drug use and contain health care expenditures are outlined. Finally, the future of pharmaceuticals and public health is explored.